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Plutonium found three year

_ agoonaradiological dump sitein
- northwest Niagara County and 17
| years ago near the mouth of the

Niagara River poses a chance of
_contamination to drinking and
ground water, according to a pi

-of renowned radiation experts, .

“Buried - radioactive debris,

which'the government: consid-

ered sxgmﬁcant enough to recovs
er and place in drims for storage
) Texas, could cer-
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- dian federal
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agency, amounts

~serlous'health hazard. Water and~
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d possible evacuation and iso- -
latxo of areds near the former.
tario Ordnance ‘Works
H

according to Bertell and Dr.
Janette Shermian.
. Sherman also believes plutoni

um in the river “more likely than

ot” leached from the LOOW

- property - the site used by the

‘government to bury many
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The move may have delivered
a blow to the most recent ownhier
of the nine-story building
named One Niagara after devel-
oper Frank Parlato Jr. foreciosed
on the site in December.

“As it stands now, the building
is effectively vacant,” said Parla-
to, who is working to lease office
space in the building.

Parlato said the SBA and a
jocal office for the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency were two
of the final tenants to move from
the building, The Seneca Gam-
ing Corp. moved training facilix
ties from the building earlier
this year:

The SBA annoyneed in
November it had awarded a
lease to house the office at the
Niagara Center on South Elm-
wood Avenue in Buffalo. The
private office building houses a
handful of other federal offices.

The local SBA office, which

serves northeastern and mid- .

. Atlantic states, as well as Puerto

Rico and the Virgin Islands, is
one of four disaster assistance
offices in the country. The other
three are based in Atlanta,
Sacramento, Calif, and Forth
‘Worth, Texas, said area director
William E. Leggiero Jr.

Parlato said he learned of
SBA’s plans to move only two

. days before he closed on the
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building last winter.

“Thé building's expenses do
not cease — for example, taxes,
insurance, even electricity. and
so forth, and so it is incumbent
on me to generate tenants who
will commercially profit /by
being in this superd location
overlooking the falls,” Parlato
said.

Still, Parlato remiains opti-
mistic about the future of the
property. He is- carrently works
ing to fill a gaping hole left by
the failed AquaFalls develop:
ment project to build an under=
ground aquarium and plans o
use the building for tourisiiand
office space

“This is a new day. This build~
mg s going to succeed,” Parlato
said. “There ‘is no doubt this
bujlding is going to be a tremen-

- dous success story”

Same are anious for 'the
) -t- ~leawaar history

with the AquaFalls pit to end.

“It really is a cool looking
building, but it was so neglect-
ed,” said Amini, who worked at
the site duzing the last two years.

Christopher Glynn, president
of the Maid of the Mist Corp.,
pointed to the site as a disap-
pointment in the city’s down-~
town tourist area during a Nia-
gara USA Chamber breakfast
Wednesday.

Glynn said was disappointed
at progress to fill the gaping bole
and pointed to cars he saw
parked in the submerged site as
an example of slow progress.

“It's just shocking to us that
people aren't outraged by this”
Glynn said.

Parlato confirmed he had
used the underground hole to
park employee vehicles during a
busy Wetkend in which parking
lots open to tourists were full.
He has since resumed the proj-
ect to fill the AquaFalls pit.

“The real problem is that we
don’t have parking sufficient to
accommodate the people, and I
can’t even begin to guess how
many people leave Niagara Falls
hecause they've got to spend $10
to seé if for a parking fee,” Parla-
togaid. “He points to me as a
symptom, but the'real problem is
we don't have'enough parking”

Guiy Bax, the city's director of
inspections, said the Falls sent s
Tetter Tuné 3 to Parlato in response
to a-complaint about parking that
advised Parlato that he ‘would
need Planning Board approval to
developa lot on the site.

“He's not supposed to estab-
lish any parking Jot without the
Planning Bodard's review,” Bax
said.

Parlato said he is more than a
third of .the way toward filling
the 40-foot pit. He said contracs
tors have been using clean fill,

including ‘stone, concréte and 4.

smiall ‘amotint of milling, to fill
thesite,

Parlato will also use fill from
the Town of Niagara.

“I'my-not doing this at break-
neck gpeed because 1 realized
that it couldn’t:be:done before
the tolirism season started,” Par-
1ato ‘said, 'It's much more eco-
notnical for me 16 just take'my
time with it and jost finish itup
in the fall.”

Contact Denise Jewell
at (716} 282-2311, Ext. 2245.

B What Is plutonium? A radioactive metal discovered by nuctear
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including those from the Man-
hattan Project during the WW
H-era federal atomic weapons
program.

“Consideration should be
given ;o declaring the site and
some of the surrounding area as
off limits and closing it to all
public access,” Sherman wrote,
in an e-mail to local environ-
mental group Residents for
Responsible Government.
“Wells to measure ground
water contamination, monitor-

_ing at the outfall of Four Mile
Creek and air mmonitoring for
chemical and radiological emis-
sions should be put in place.”

Sherman worked in radiation
and biologic research at the US.
Naval Research Laboratory at
Hunter’s Point in San Francisco,
and at the University of Califor-
nia nuclear facility. She served
on the advisory board for the
1.8, Environmental Protection
Agency's Toxic Substances
Control Act from 1976 to 1982.
She also worked as an advisor
to the National Cancer Institute
and the EPA.

Bertell also founded the
International Medical Commis-
sion Chernobyl and was a
foiindiig mefnber of the Inter-
national Commission of Health
Professionals,

Both  scientists eliminated
other potential sources of the
plutofitum in the river, incfud-
ing weapons testing done in the
1960s and the general proximity
of the West Valley nuciear facil-
ity in Cattaraugus County.

The 1988 Environment Cana-
da report concluded the pluto~
nivum in the Niagara River must
have-come from West Valley At
the time the report was written,
however, platonium in LOOW
had it yet been discovered by
the Army Corps.

Environment Canada was
inyestigating water quality in
the “Great Lakes for its 1988
réport. :

In 2002, the Army Corps

ifvestigated -a part of the

LOOW site ‘known as the

Rochestér Burial Site, and

found gquantities of plutoni=

i in an'animal bone, buried

laboratory debris and: sub~

T ——

chemists at the University of California at Berkeley in 1941. Wartime
secrecy prevented the announcement until 1948.

W Where Is it created? Plutonium is created from uraniur i ruclear
reactors and as a by-product in commerclal nuclear power réactors.
The majority of plutonium was produced in govemment reactors
designed to produce nuclear weapons. Plutonium does nat normally

occur in nature.

 How much is safe? There is no safe ievel of exposure to

plutonium.

W What are the effects of piutonium exposure? External exposure
to plutonium poses very littie health risk. internal exposure, however, is
extremely hazardous. It usually stays in the body for decades,
exposing the bady's tissues and organs to radiation and increasing

. the risk of cancer. It also causes kidney damage.

Source: U.S. EPA Web site

surface soils.

Niagara County Public
Health Director Paulette Kline,
who was unaware of Environ.
ment Canada’s 17-year-old
report, said the scientists have
no proof of any local water con-
tarnination.

“They are valid concerns
based on the type of site (the
LOOW) ... but I believe it’s pre-
mature to make any kind of
conclusions,” she said.

‘Water and soil samples tested
by the county in the past have
never come up with.any pluto-
nium, Kline said. However,
annual water tests conducted
by the county health-depart-
ment do not test for plutonium,

Klinte dismissed the scien-
tists’ claims because they are
based on “incomplete scientific
evidence.”

Sherman, - who recently
appeared on "Dialogue”, a radio
show on WLVL, with local envi-
ronmentalist Lou Ricciuti to
discuss their concerns about
the plutonium, is-a very
respected scientist. but is
unnecessarily - alarming the
public, Kline said.

“f just dom't feel that she’s
been a part of that ongoing dia-
logue,” Kline said. 1 wouldn’t
make assumptions for another
comnmunity”

A state health department
represéntative said the dgency
is aware of tests conducted by

the US. Army Corps at the
LOOW site, Based on those
tests, the “trace amounts” of
plutoniuin found are isolated to
the site and have had no impact
on the local drinking water sup-
ply, said Jeffrey W. Hammond,
spokesman for the state Depart-
ment of Health,

An Army Corps spokesman
did not return a call seeking
comment. )

Army Corps reports have
indicated that ground water in
the region flows northwest
from the LOOW site toward
Lake Ontario,

Meanwhile, the county health
department is’ moving forward
with its “LOOW . initiative” to
gather together all existing data
on the site. Officials are afso
currently more than one year
into the planning of a well test-
fng program, Kline said.

The initiative is based on res+
idents’ general hedlth concerns
about Hvidg near the LOOW
site, and is ot an outgrowth of
a specific concerri abgut pluto-
nitiin
“The tests; to be done by a cer-
tified hyrdogeologist, will Iook
for 11 different categories of
radioactive ‘and chemical con®
taminants in both" active and
inactive: wells 'in- the county.
Standards for the upcoming
tests wereé developed sinte jan<
wary of this year. Actual sam-~
pling of well water is scheduled

“They are valid
concerns based on the
type of site (the
LOOW) ... butI
believe it’s premature
to make any kind of
conclusions.”

— Riagara County Public
Health Director Paulette Kiine

to begin next month.

Results of the tests will help
assuage residents’ comcerns
about contamination.

“What we need to do is have
some time,” Kline said.

County health officials bave
already Had plenty of time to
deal with the situation, accord-
ing to Ricciuti, the local envi-
ronmentalist who has consis-
tently pushed for awareness of
health ‘issues related to the
LOOW site.

He was the person responsi-
ble for Sherman and Bertell's
involvement in the plutonium
issue locally and bas been per-
sonally researchidg the topic
for five years, tracking down
various  obscute -dociments
that téll the LOOW. story.

“There’s:a.gréat chance that
thesé materials have spread and
¢reated more widespread con-
tamination,” Riceiiti said.

Further contamination could
have been prevented had 2 1972
order from the state Health
Department . been . enforced
Iocally, according to Riccjuth

Such = action . may have
stopped “a ¢leanup 'of perhaps
unprecedented scale.”

“Our; bwn health department
did not follow ‘a state Health
department  edict,” - Ricciuti
said. “It's been a downward
slide from there:
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